
Christ's 
Supremacy: 
Themes in 
Hebrews and 
Ephesians
The Epistle to the Hebrews and the Epistle to the Ephesians both explore 

profound themes surrounding the nature and role of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:5-

9 establishes Christ's supremacy over angels, emphasizing his unique 

relationship with God and eternal rule. This passage highlights key themes such 

as Christ's divine sonship, his worthiness of worship, and his eternal kingship. 

These core concepts are further developed and expanded in Ephesians, 

creating a rich tapestry of theological insights that illuminate the significance 

of Christ in God's plan for humanity.
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The Divine Sonship of 
Christ

Hebrews 1:5

Emphasizes Christ as the begotten Son of God, a unique 

position not given to angels. This establishes Jesus' divine 

nature and preeminence in God's plan.

Ephesians 1:5

Expands on this theme by stating believers are "destined in 

love to be his sons through Jesus Christ." This creates a 

spiritual adoption, connecting believers' inheritance with 

Christ's sonship.



Worship and 
Exaltation of 
Christ

1 Hebrews 1:6

Angels are commanded to worship the Son, emphasizing his 

superiority and divine status.

2 Ephesians 1:20-22

Describes Christ's exaltation, seated at God's right hand "far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion."

3 Ephesians 2:6

Believers participate in Christ's exaltation, as God "raised us up 

with him and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus."



Christ's Eternal 
Kingship

Hebrews 1:8-9

Focuses on Christ's eternal reign and his love for righteousness, 

contrasting with lawlessness.

Ephesians 1:21-22

Portrays Christ as the supreme authority, with all things under his feet.

Ephesians 4:15

Describes Christ as the head of the church, growing in every way into him.



Righteousness and 
Transformation

1

Christ's Love for 
Righteousness

Hebrews 1:9 highlights Christ's love for righteousness and hatred 

for lawlessness.

2

Believers' Call to 
Righteousness

Ephesians 4:24 encourages believers to "put on the new nature, 

created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 

holiness."

3

Transformation in Christ

Both texts emphasize righteousness as a defining characteristic 

of Christ, with believers called to emulate this in their lives.



Unity through 
Christ

Spiritual Unity

Ephesians emphasizes the unity of believers through Christ's mediating role.

Familial Bond

Believers are spiritually adopted, creating a familial bond with God through 

Jesus.

Christ as Mediator

Jesus' unique sonship serves as the bridge for believers' relationship with God.



Christ's Role in 
Salvation

1 Christ's Exaltation

Hebrews 1:9 describes Christ being anointed and exalted 

beyond all others.

2 Believers' Participation

Ephesians 2:6 states that God "raised us up with him and made 

us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus."

3 Salvation's Fulfillment

Both texts connect Christ's exalted status with the believer's 

salvation and spiritual elevation.



The Supremacy of Christ in 
God's Plan

1 Divine Nature

Both Hebrews and Ephesians emphasize Christ's 

unique divine nature and his role as the Son of God.

2 Eternal Authority

Christ's kingship and authority over all creation is a 

central theme in both epistles.

3 Mediator of Salvation

Jesus is portrayed as the essential mediator between 

God and humanity, enabling salvation and spiritual 

adoption.

4 Model of 
Righteousness

Christ's love for righteousness serves as both the basis 

for his exaltation and the model for believers to follow.


