Christ's Supremacy:
Themes in Hebrews
and Kphesians

The Epistle to the Hebrews and the Epistle to the Ephesians both explore
profound themes regarding the nature and role of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:5-9
establishes Christ's supremacy over angels, emphasizing his unique
relationship with God and eternal rule. This analysis will explore how these
core themes are developed and expanded in the Epistle to the Ephesians,
revealing a rich tapestry of theological connections between the two texts.
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" The Sonship of Christ

Hebrews 1:5

Emphasizes Christ as the begotten Son of God, a position not
afforded to angels.

Ephesians 1:5

Believers are "destined in love to be his sons through Jesus
Christ.”

Connection

Christ's unique sonship enables believers' spiritual adoption,
creating a familial bond with God.




Worship and lxaltation of
Christ

| Hebrews 1:6

Angels are commanded to worship the Son, emphasizing his
superiority and divine status.

9 Ephesians 1:20-21

God raised Christ and seated him at his right hand, *far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion.”

3 Ephesians 2:6

Believers are raised up with Christ and made to sit with him

in heavenly places.




Christ's Iternal Kingship

Hebrews 1:8-9 Fphesians 1:22
Focuses on Christ's eternal reign and his love for Describes Christ as the supreme authority, with all
righteousness. His throne is forever, and his scepter is things under his feet. This aligns with Hebrews' focus

one of uprightness. on his eternal throne and righteous scepter.



Christ's Role in Salvation

Divine Sonship

1 Christ's unique relationship with God as the begotten
Son (Hebrews 1:5)

Mediator
2 Christ's role in enabling believers' adoption as sons
(Ephesians 1:5) 2
lixaltation
. S . . 4
3 Believers' participation in Christ's exaltation '

(Ephesians 2:6)




Righteousness and
Transformation

] Christ's Love for Righteousness

Hebrews 1.9 highlights Christ's love for righteousness and hatred

for lawlessness.

9 Believers' Call to Righteousness

Ephesians 4.24 encourages believers to "put on the new nature,

created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and

holiness."

3 Emulation of Christ

Both texts present righteousness as a defining characteristic of

Christ, calling believers to emulate this in their lives.




Unity through Christ

Unified Body

Ephesians emphasizes the unity of believers as one body in Christ.

)

Adoption

Believers are united through their adoption as sons in Christ.

Shared Inheritance

Unity is reinforced through the shared inheritance in Christ.




Christ's Preeminence in
God's Plan

Aspect

Sonship

Authority

Reign

Purpose

Hebrews

Unique begotten
Son

Above angels

Eternal throne

Worship and
exaltation

Ephesians

Enables adoption
of believers

Above all powers

Seated at God's
right hand

Salvation and
unity of believers
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